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This document is a list of ISACo-tracked transportation legislation that was introduced in the 

General Assembly in 2026. Each bill can be viewed by clicking on the highlighted link. A 

complete list of ISACo-tracked legislation is available via this link. 

 

HB 4279 – Passenger Rail Planning Act 

Creates the Passenger Rail Planning Act. Sets forth intercity passenger rail routes serving or 

originating in the State. Requires the Department of Transportation to incorporate the 

aspirational frequencies into the Illinois State Rail Plan and the Long-Range Statewide 

Transportation Plan. Authorizes the Department to nominate corridors for inclusion in the 

Federal Railroad Administration's Corridor Identification and Development Program and enter 

into memoranda of understanding or other cooperative agreements for each identified interstate 

corridor to provide for shared data, joint investment prioritization, and aligned performance 

measures and planning schedules. Requires the Department to include a recurring section titled 

Progress Toward High-Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail within each update to the Illinois State 

Rail Plan and Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. Requires each Metropolitan 

Planning Organization in the State to: (1) recognize the target intercity and long-distance 

passenger rail frequencies; (2) identify relevant rail corridors within or adjacent to the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization planning area; and (3) include a narrative discussion of how 

regional transportation investments can support achievement of those frequency targets. Requires 

the Department and each Metropolitan Planning Organization to consider progress toward the 

target passenger rail frequencies when developing project prioritization criteria for multimodal 

investments. Contains other provisions. Effective immediately. 
 

HB 4439 – Local Option County Motor Fuel Tax (ISACo Initiative)  

Amends the County Motor Fuel Tax Law in the Counties Code. Provides that any county 

(currently, DuPage, Kane, Lake, Will, and McHenry counties only) may impose a tax upon all 

persons engaged in the business of selling motor fuel. Provides that, in addition to other uses 

currently allowed by law, the proceeds from the tax shall be used for the purpose of maintaining 

and constructing essential transportation-related infrastructure. 
 

HB 4543 – Pedestrian Crossing Gates  

Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Requires every rail carrier operating within the State to 

install, operate, and maintain pedestrian crossing gates at every grade crossing located within 1.5 

miles of a school. Provides that the Illinois Commerce Commission shall have the authority to (i) 

determine the number, type, and location of the signs, signals, gates, or other protective devices 

and (ii) prescribe the division of the cost of the installation and subsequent maintenance of the 

signs, signals, gates, or other protective devices between the rail carrier or carriers, the public 

highway authority or other public authority in interest, and, in instances involving the use of the 

Grade Crossing Protection Fund, the Department of Transportation. 
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